
Kebaowek First Nation –
Developing an Eco-Centre
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• Who are we?

• We have 288 residents within the 
community and 882 members in total 
mostly dispersed along the Ottawa River 
(Kitci Sibi), North Bay, Ontario and 
Temiscaming, Quebec.

• We are small but proud and prosperous 
Algonquin Nation. According to Chief 
Michael Mckenzie (1923-1996), the reserve 
was established in 1965 for communities 
living in Wolf Lake, Brennan Lake, Long Point 
and other locations around Lake Kipawa.



Brief History of Kebaowek First Nation

• Where do we come from?
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Steps & Developing Our Own Eco-Centre

• Consult with the public to start a new Eco-Centre & Composting 
Collection

• Ask the community what they want! Have their voices heard and 
acknowledged.

• Begin to use your local resources and partners. There is so much to 
learn from local partners who are established!



Steps & Developing Our Own Eco-Centre

• Go out there and get your hands dirty! Break new ground, roll up 
your sleeves and get the shovels out!
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• Recruit partners & allies locally, regionally and provincially. Who do 
we want to collaborate with us?



Establishing Relationships & Partners

• Determine and identify collaborators that will help and support in the 
development and execution of our Eco-Centre. Who are they?



Establishing Relationships & Partners

• Most importantly, give a voice to our own community and allow our 
Peoples & communities to have their voice heard!



Establishing Relationships & Partners

• Utilizing our local departments and resources to reach out to all our 
community members.



Establishing Relationships & Partners

• Using social networks to relay important and interesting information.



Overcoming Challenges

• How do we overcome challenges and obstacles in the development of 
an Eco-Centre? 

• Getting community buy-in!
• Having communication sessions



Overcoming Challenges

• Getting information out there!
• Information Kiosks – working alongside public events to speak to 

community members face-to-face. 



Overcoming Challenges

• How do we continue to be motivated to continue to do our best?



Celebrating Our Successes

• Appreciate and celebrate all of your successes, both big and small!



Celebrating Our Successes

• Remember to take time to reflect, to motivate yourself, to speak and 
listen to the community members that you have given a voice to!



Celebrating Our Successes

• Always look for ways to continue to give back to your community. We 
are all stewards and representatives of our communities! 



Looking To The Future

• Continue to keep yourself informed with new technologies and 
developments! Always strive to adapt and grow alongside your 
partners and local allies!

• Remember to always keep in mind why it is what we do! We are all 
representatives who believe in a better, cleaner and more sustainable 
future for the next generations!



Closing Remarks

• Give thanks!
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